
ssrud Arrsua^rNn dl,b
flc(IIUflI IYC kTsC

ua8uruor3 ;o dlrsrerrrull

NOSYW IIAAIS

vL-ee'cl'v

UV,4N HSI/NiIf
EHI JO AUOISIH V

https://www.libris.ro/a-history-of-the-jewish-war-a-d-66-74-steve-BRT9780521853293--p10864667.html


919

trS

99n

zol

ttr

r8z

66r

L6t

8tr

o9

c

I

sNorsnlf Nol

VCIVSVN CNV SNdSVHf Vt,N

'sdvzvatS 0l(l_ Jo llvl_ v 6

SNOIJf NU]SNOf
sIf Nnol 'sNlof ,il l,\StvsndEf 8

snttJ_ lo Noll-Vf nce
3Hl_ CINV SnHdSSOf 't NStVSnUSl /-

SEIIIVf NI SNVIAYII ']I dVIN S,OU]N 9

.snttY) sntls3f Jo dlQNntg IHI_ ,t uvA s,od3N s

J-ION ]U 3HJ- IO ,,S3SNVf ,, CNV 'S3f NVISI\INf dIf ,SJ-N3C3f 
3I-NY ''I-I OC AEHI CIC AHI( T

SNOIIVCIIS:IANI II .LUV'I

SAII-f ]dSd]d NVNNH NI EdVCUV,4N .LN3If NV
'3lVUOl,^\r CNV 'Sgf llS 'SUnOIAVS NVIHI-dVd t

l_x3l_Nof Nl dy/r NyEoitI
,SNHd]SOf 'gf NECIZTE lVf IUOJSIH DNICNVISdECNN

UVzI\ NAON)Nn CINV SnOI,^\IVJ V

SJXAINO] I IUV'I

sluewalpalmou4ty

sa1qa1 {o ts17

suor1a4sn111 {o 1s1-7

SJNTJ-NOf

T

I

IX

XI

w aSod



\r1 CONTENTS

-lpltetrdix

Biltlio.qraplty

ts i Lt I i o,gr dpl ical Abbre uiation,s

In,1ex oi )fodem Authors

Itttlex to Histttrical Pcrsons, Crt'tups, and Places

IttLler oJ Texts, Inscriptions, and Papyri

59r

595

6lz

6:S

6+l

6ss

ILLUSTRT



slxeluoJ

ENO IUVd

looq srqr ueE

L141 'rnoqrzq -i

-[r.qzg o] pur '

s,sssJd erP ot'i
peururD PrrE s

e8nq r pa-\rrr
'>lro^ -\\eN m

ut^ lnoIN 'Tro



ol raqruatdas
ur IpJ s.rualesnraf qtr^\ papua pur (1,9 :3uud$ Ixlurl .sLrEr^EIJ eql qlr^\ ueEaq:r.t aql

eruo1 upr,\rll:o1'(eprse141;o 11ca agl) n/ ro [1 o] 99 rrror_+ tlor\ar aqt elep r(Tprlsn a,u qSnoqrry ,

slql pelolrlord s.relroddns rreLII 'erred ur eruo)I Surltun Jo elqrdBr uetLr

st. sap{auoq enbrun rueqt eArB Lrueue u8reroJ E pelenbuoJ e^Eq ol rurrltr lreql
'(99 eun[) aprrnls s,oraN pe.\\olloJ ]?LIl eruelnq.rnl rrtseruop eqt LrI 'Flrder

arll roJ pouad snore8u?p dlensnun uE l? arurt t3Jrpnf ur snlrl pue uErstdse^

Jo stuerualelgl€ tseporu eqJ '.&rllTqnd peluepe:ardun pe.r.recat ,oL-L9 'q'y
ur 1t passarddns rrql u8rrdurr:: eqt pue tatpnf ururo1 ur llole-r pr:ur,Lord y

[r-rr rzL holsrg 1o,nqrx,1 'rap1E aql iuq4
iaell eJoJIEI{rq uo 1q8nol ara,\\ salDtq put rtuarll tsure8e tr prpu+rp suBurox aLII sa^rl rr^\o
rraqtuoselsn['aa:1 srgluol-rnj.]rrrltturlotpasnsur.rpprrl.qt...s8uolaqtrqrtq,\\otuortru

ar{t qtr\\ 3uole alnqul sr(cd pur rpa^Elsur i\\ou sr earl sF]l . . . snlll pur rn:rs:dsen stolo,tac[rut

egl .(q [auro11;o] ,trt arp or pa,(rldsrp se.{\ arll srqf ' suap.ru8 o,rt1 ur ,rlar8 l ipauuog a:ar1.t
'eaepnf sr ua.rr8 uaaq serl tr qlrqr\\ ot puel [po lll ]seq erlt sr tr?sleq arlt ,stuars eqr lelO

t1z 6r'11 \opalI t.to nnfolatg sn1 ,{q pauoLsan6l

'uosrppy '.r74r o-1 'ado4 repuexa[V

sdaa,t reepnfpes e:aq rqed laq rl]Earrag

'sdaa1 lsanbuol pap^\orl qrra qro r!\orJEU V
'uroJ ? otlrr {uLrqs sqdumut leq p puv

'u,irs:p tsen l)q ilJr.nuoJ 
^\ou 

Jr.l\'p)JUrArro-)
' ' 'tsnq Suqqurrrr: rqt pue LrLUn[or ssalqtr-B; arlJ

tstxt ot ur?A lr puno] aqs :p:q8rs uoTlrqury

UVA N/NON)NNCNV SNONVJ V

ANO UAIdVHf,



CONTEXTS

naffative with tireless energy. In the eighteenth century still, Alexander Pope

cor-rld assume his readers' farniliarity wrth the coins issued to celebrate Jerusa-

lem's defeat: Iudaea Capta!

The Flavians and their backers left no stone unused in publiciry. But rvas any

of this nleant to help peopie understaud what had happened over there? Soon

after he ar:rived in Ron-re, Pliny's younger contemporary Flavius Josephus

began complaining about an in-,'erted fame-to-ignorance ratio: so much fi-lss,

so little trrtth (War r.r-8). The remaining chapters of this book will explore

rvhat lay beneath the fuss: wirat really happened in the rvar. In this first chapter

we need to understand the fuss itself. It began in Josephus' day and has

continued well into modern times.

The outconre of the Judaean-Roman war aflected the course of 'Western

history in three quite different ways.Jewish responses were the most complex,

because the loss of nrother-city and temple required the reshaping ofJudaean

culture with a vitaliry that would enable its surwival, eventually as Juda-isnr,

through the centuries ahead.' In Ron-re, the Flavians' exploitation of success in

Judaea rvas critical to the establishment of their regime, r.vhich la.id the

foundation for a peaceful succession through the second century. Most conse-

quentially, early Chnstian €Jroups quickly assimilatedJer-usalern's fall into their

self-understanding and self-representation. Of these three directions of impact,

Jer-r-rsalern's destn-rction was of conrse felt most keenly byJews, but they did not

celebrate and propagate it. 'We shall focus here on the two groups that did.

I. FLAVIANS DEFEAT THE EASTERN MENACE! TAMP ESTABLISHED

There used to be a rnonumental:rrch in Rome's greatest entertainment faciliry,

the Circus Maxirnus, southwest of the Palatine Hill and Forum. If a ninth-

century visitor copied it accurately, it honoured the ernperor Titr-rs (ruled A.D.

79-8r) in the following tem-rs:

The Roman Senate and People:

for the Imperator Titus Caesar Vespasian Augr-rstus, son of the Deifled
Vespasian,

PontiJ'ex Maximus, wrth tribrmicia potestds for the tenth time, impuator for
the seventeenth,Consr-rl for the eightl-r, pater palriae, their princeps,

Because on the advice and counsel ofhis father, and ur-rder his auspices, he

sr-rbdued the nation of the Judaeans (gentetn Ltdaeorum domuit). The ciry of

Jerusalern, ei.ther attacked in futility or left entirely untried by a1l che leaden,

kings, or nations before hin'r, /rc destroyed (urbun Hienrsol),,norn . . . deleuit).1

Orr the rabbis and the temple, see Cohn zorz On Titus, see e g, &, Citt. 56b

C)Lt:94q. As I write, Tonrnraso Leoni f(ork lJniversity Toror.rto) is conpleting a PhD

dissertation on rhis arch. In the melntitte see Ciaucio Rosselto zooo: r.to8-9.
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C O\TEXTS

l)eopie cannot remenrber everything, and Rome's residents were accus-

tonred to giving rhetoric a lvi.de berth. It is not shocking that the Senate of the

7os -,vould invite the populace to imagine Titus'Jer-r,rsalem victory as unpre-

cedented. It only hurt if one thought about it.

In the absence of rnodern-style media, Ronre's leaders had three principal

mea11s for advertising their achievements:'o a rnagnificent procession for the

home constituency (senators and people); the constnrction of public monu-

ments, arches, statlles, temples, and public facilities, ostensibly funded from the

nerv'nvealth generated by the foreign conquest; and an empire-r'vide distribu-

tion of coins. Literary propaganda was also possible, but lengthy historical

naffatives were not well suited to that task, being open to varied and uncon-

trollable interprelations and risking mischi.ef on the part of clever authors or

audiences." For the simple points that needed nraking, spectacles of over-
rvhelming irrpact, along lvith i.mages and bnef statements on stone and coin-
metal. r'vere rnosl reliable."

Even beforeJen;salem's fall, the Flavians and their sLlpporters began exploiting
all three nredia. Monurnents and celebratory coinage they took to rvith an energy

matching that of predecessors who had actuaily conquered large new territories.

Building and minting coins required no evidence from the conquered territory.

These r,vere zones of fr-ee creativity; the Flavians could craft any irnagery that

suited them. Onl.v the triumph, in pnnciple, required material from the con-

quered ten:itory. In tire second century B.C. Polybius, a long-time Greek

resident of Rome, explained triun-rphs as occasions on rvhich "the vivid repre-

sentation of the deeds of the generals, accomplished by thei.r hard labours, is

brought to the citizens by r.vay of thi.s spectacle" (Polybius 6.15.8). Consuls'uvho

had made conqLrests in far-offlands denronstrated their achievements by placing

before Rome's populace the captured royals, soldiers, weapons, and piles of
lvealth that u.ere now at their fel1ow-citizens' disposal. In theory, success justified

such display. Mary Beard rvry1y comments, hou,,ever: "Ihe tnumph was about

display and success - the success of display no less than the display of success."'3

Triumphs in context: -forcign conquest versus ciuil unr

ln the passage jLrst cited, Polybius was explaining the Republican Senate's

po\\rer to award triurnphs. By the time of this ninth emperor, however,

o 
See Hart r95:; Holscher uoo6: Vasta uooT

the senice of the nerv regin.re. Convincing though the str-rdy is, it iliustrates the complexity of
interpreting literary texts: Stover nrust arguc even for a Vespasianic date On the penls of
interpretrng texts under autocrxcies, see Rudich 1993, 1997.

" E g, Favro r996, z,oo5; Galinsk,v r996; Wallace-Hadrill zoo5: 78-8r;Beacham zoo5.

'r Bearcl 2oo7: 3 r
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Several discovered cippi show that Vespasian exercised this privilege in A.D. 75,

the same year in which he dedicated the Temple of Peace, also largely in
celebration ofJudaea (below).'e

On hearing ofJerusalem's eventual fall to Trtus (September A.D. 7o), the

Senate went fafther and authorized commemorative arches in anticipation of
the two men's ar-rivals and the extravaganzas to fo11orv.'o These arches have

disappeared wi.th time, although a decorated arch depicted inside the southern

relief panel of the standingArch of Titus, built a decade later (Fig. r), maybe

one of them."
The arches, tnumph, and pomerium grant show the Senate's collusion in the

pretence that suppression of a provincial disturbance could be reckoned a new

foreign conquest.22 Roman tradition was clear about what constituted a proper

war (bellum iustum). A special college of priests, the-fbtiales, had the pnncipal task

of making treaties and declarations of war, both of which were possible only

with foreign peoples not aiready part of Ron-re's errpire.'3 In spite ofJosephus'

incidental remark that Vespasian landed in Syria when "r.var had been

declared" (War 7.46), it seems impossible to imagine this fetial process having

been conducted in the case of Judaea, which had been part of Roman Syria

since Pompey's farned conquests.'4

Scholars' eflorts to find a loophole for the Flavi.ans b1, suggesting thatJudaea

had become eflectively independent, and the Flavians "had reconquered a

small rebellious province,"'J founder on the definition of Judaea. If there had

been a province ofJudaea before the Flavians, its capital rvould have been

mean that the Senate made che €irant as a rvild card, irterpreting tl-re u,ord "as/rvhen he sa'"r.

fit" (tensehit) to include both justification and timing Ilut the right seems to assurne a one-
time extension flXy'h1, rvould the Senxte sir),' for anv pretext you like, but owe only?), a'r,d

Vespasian's grant is compared rvith Claudtus', r'r,hich ll'as based on alleged conquesc.

Irrational though rt may be, the centraliry of theJudaean victory for the Flavians is

overwhelmingly attested. Cl. Neu.ton r9o2: J.
'e See Newton r9o2: +-5. '" 1)io ar,/n6.7: lEpitorne)
" So Klei.ner r99o: 13o. Its upper decoratiorr, rvith two triumphal chariots and a figure on

horseback, nratchesJosephus' descriptior-r of the latcr joint triunph, u'ith 1,oung Domitian
alongside (War 7:52). Or perhaps it rvas the standing Tnnmphal Gate. See che discussion in
Davies zoo,1: 184-85 n. 3o. See Pfanner r9E3: places 54 56 for gate cletail. An engraving by
P S Bartoli shor,ving rhe detail still visible ca r685is ar htrp://bellori sns itlbellon//TOC-
r.htm-l (= Bartoli :rnd Bellori r685: Arco di Tito, Pompa TrionfaLe plate 5).

" Momn.sen r894: 5.538-39 ("such an inevitable victory over a trny, long-subjected people,"
n-rv trarrslatron): Mattern 1999: rgr-94; Mi11ar zoo5: roz; Goodman zooT: ,138-44.

" 'W'ieclernann 1986 assesses the colleee's functions to the late Republic. See Augustus RC 7 3

tbr his nrenbership, and Dio 5o.4.4-5 rvith Suetonius, Aug.3r, as context for his revival of
rnauv old rituals and pnesthoods.

't Josephr,rs' languxgg perhaps reflects the lact that the Flavians had declared this a t,ar when they

becanre involr,ed The unsystematic nature of such language is clelr fro:nt War z.u 84, rvhich
dares rthe be,qinrriny 6-f tlu ttar ro Arternisius/Iy-var in the spnng of 66, t\\.o rlronths before even

Cestius' tribune visited and reported on the cit\'''s peaceful disposition (Chapter 5).

'j Levick r999:7r; cf. z,:'Judaea r'vas still rn revolt "
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CONTEXTS

merely cobbled together from those debates over particular cases, but already

in the Republic it is easy to find exceptions to any imagined mles.'S Even the

eminent Cicero could not contrive a triurnph for himself,'e (Jnder the Empire,

autocratic r-r-rlers basicaliy did as they pleased, although to be sure they must

have weighed considerations of prestige, seemliness, and political need or

what they could get away with - in consultation with advisors.

The Imperial triumph seems to have retained faint overtones of a boundary-

crossing purification ritual. In }lepublican times the event had supposedly

welcomed back citizens-in-arms from wild territory abroad to the world of
order inside Rorne's sacred boundarv.3" Purification may sound primitive, but

a rnodem military analyst laments the absence of such rituals today. It is

important, he rnaintains, "to purifiz the warriors or soldiers so as to heip their

transition back from a situation in which almost anything was perrlitted to one

in which a great many things are not."3' If the purificatory idea still applied to

che arrnies of the early Empire, however, it could have done so oniy abstractly.

The legions that had fought inJudaea, for instance, did not "retum" to Rome,

but were ordered back to their bases on the empire's northem and eastern

frontiers.3' Overtones of purification may have relained irnportant symboiic

meaning for the commanders thernselves and a token parade force, signifying

that the bloodshed was over.

The components of the triumph most famous from historical dramas (red-

painted faces, a slave reminding the general to remember his hurr.ranity) are

among the elements most open to doubt. -We can say, at least, that it r,vas

one was pennitted to ride in the chariot. Even Pompey was tumed dorvn at trrst bv the

Dictator Sulla, r,vho later yielded to the -voung man's intinridation (Plutarch, Pontp t 1)

'8 For a neat hst see Zaho 2oo4: 14 ("speci6c qualifications had been laid dolvn: a just rvrr . . .

origilally sanctioned and declared as a w'ar . . . rlllst have killed at least five rhousand . . must

rerurn with prisoners and trophies . . . \'var must have been bror,rght to a cotrplete end"). For
demolition see Beard 2oo7'. 2oo r+.

'e Cicero, Ad Fan. r5.r 6 describes the rhetorical dance between a proud rran obliquely
requesting a triunph and the upright Clto dre Yottnger obliquely denying it.

ro So the second-centurrl Festus, Lrxlcor (epit Paulus), "Laureati" (p. roa L) u'ith Laqueur

r9o9; Ehlers ry3rl: 4<;5-96 A Republican rule required that retuming generals not cross the

pomcrium until chey had gone through the ritual (Plutarch, Pomp. q4.r). Pliny reports
(disagreeing) the notion that the triumph's laurel wreaths were chosen "for fumigation and

purification after the slaughter of the enerny" (Nal. 15.t3-5); cf Laqueur t9o9. zz6 36; Warde

Fowler r9r3: 49 5r: Zaho 2oo4: 13 14. I3onfante Warren (r97o:49) thinks the triumph
developecl frorlr a purification ritual to a "purely honorific ceremony" focused on the

auctoitas of the victor. Versnel (t97o: t5z-63) rejects the purification model, asking u'hy only
those victorious in war r.vould have needed puri0ring. He sees the triunph as .rn entra/-ntc

evolved tiom Greek ceremonies for welconring horne victorious athletes; cl Kiirzl 1988:

.1u-44. Beard (zoo7: 2.46 47, 332-;3), without cliscountirig ptrrificatory overtones, proposes

rl-rar the rituai had conre to mean nmny things at once. Esler (r995: z:9-S8) ernphasizes the

honour shame dialectic that played out in a triumph, with useful obserwations on the

Fl:ivian event.
I van Creveld zoo8: 16r.

p 
Josephus, War 7.5, r8 19, rr7.

IO
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CONTEXTS

Augustr-rs, Octavian held a three-day triumph for, respectively, Dalmatu/Lll-
yricum (:s :: B.C.), the defeat of Cleopatra at Actium (3r B.C.), and the

annexation of Egypt (3o B.C.).3j Dio writes (5r.zt.7): "Also the other [two
days'l processions were resplendent because qf thc spoik -from there [Egypt]: they

\vere so plentiful as they were acclrmr-rlated that they were enough for all the

[three] processions, but the day for Egypt itself rvas by far the greatest in the

display of wealth and magnificence." The dearth of plunder fron-r Actium's

naval battle and the ror-rgh tribal areas of Illyncum was masked by the eye-

rvatering wealth of Egypt.

From Augustus' time onrvard, triumphal spectacle was too potent to be

pem-ritted a general other than elrrperor or his apptoved farnily nlembers.

A nran capable of flooding Rome rvith new rt'ealth from forei.gn conquest

r.vould certainll, become the ci.ty's darling, building new templesJ monuments,

and public structures lvith the proceeds. 'Whereas the Republican system had

enabled Rome's ieadrng men to compete for such glory, under the monarchy

such dvahy would put the top man's pre-eminence at risk and so could not

be toierated.

Even in the Republic there had been no sinrple correlation, we have seen,

between battlefield success and triurnphal honours. Lnperial r-r-rle severed even a

notional link.36 Some irnprcssive successes, such as that of Corbulo over the

Parthians in A.D. 63, w'ent without a triumph (Chapter 5). A successful generai

might be siven the "ornaments" of triumph or a lorv-key ouatio in quiet

gratitllde for his deeds, but the spotlight had to remain on the emperor. The

olalio rvas a triumph-lite, lacking the cmcial display of dorlrinati.on that under-

pinned the grander event.37 Claudir-rs' commander i.n the British canrpaign,

Aulus Plautius, deserved a triur-r-rph if ar.ryone did. He had conquered foreign

nations and created a province in the feared island "across the Ocean." But the

emperor, I,vith no skin in the game, stole a march and triumphed before Plautius

returned to Ronre, leaving the general the consolation of an ouatio.38 At least he

had the grace to rvalk beside Plautius in that ceremony.

ri Gun'al 199-5: 25 3 r. rn Holscher zoo6 has tnanY :lstute obsen'ations.
r7 Plntarch (tr\arc. zz) traces the oudtio to Latin ovrr (sheep), arguing that the sacrificial anirnal

over lgainsr the ox in a triurnph detemrined the name. He also proposes that the oualio

signifies : confli.ct rvon by strategv- and persuasion, rather than bv direct force and bloodshed

as in tl-re rnumph Four tirues the-fasfl mention a tduutph "on Mr. Alban," au even lo'"ver

ker', quasr-priv:rte ccrerllortY conducted outside Rotne
} Snetonius, Claud. zq and Dio 6o/6r.3o.2. According to both Tacitus (,4nrr rr zo) and

StLeronir-rs (CL,uLd. z.q:.), Cllaudius was over llenerous rvith triumphal honotrs, handing thenr

olrt ro a lurure son-in-lar.r, rvllle still a lad and to conunanders r.vho had urrclertaken

eleireeriri.el rvorks (including Corbulo, Iatcr deried a triunrph bl Nero for senous military

success) The futule ernperor Galba receivecl triumphal houours from Claudius for two ,vears

of doggecl eilbrt irr repelling artacks frorn:rcross provinci:rl Africa's frontier (Suetonius, Ga16

7 E.L), l)ompolir,rs Secrurdus for opposing foreign invaders (the Cbatti) ftorn across the

Rhine (Tacitus, Antt. rt z7 :.8)
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r+ CO NTEXTS

Open rvafare insi.de Rome's sacred boundary was rare, the presence of
anr:Led units inside the poruerium being forbidden. Tacitus' accounl of this

period reflects his distaste for the mob, so disgustingly fascinated with the

bioodshed around them as though it were entertai.nment. They gawked at the

violence rvhile scot1ing dorvn meals and enjoying the baths undeterred (Hisf.

3.83).Josephus claims that Vrtellius "made all of Rome into a military camp

and fil1ed every house r'vith arrned soldrers" in inrprovised billets. Having

never seen the delights of such a city, his Gemtan soldiers allegedly w-ent rvild

rvirh violence and rapine (War 4.586-87). As well as terrorizing the ciry of
Rome, the crvil lvar had brought legions into direct conflict on Italy's

battlefields, costing tens of thousands of citizen lives. Dio's figure of 8o,ooo

casualties in just the first Battle of Cremona must be a considerable exagger-

xion (Epit. Dio Q/64.ro.3), but losses fron-L the repeated clash of these

professional armies surely exceeded by far those in Judaea, where Flaviarl

legions faced mini.mal resistance and the conflict amounted to a series of sieges

(Chapter 3). An1,way, hardly any of theJudaean dead rvere Roman citizens.

Vespasian's decisive victory ir-r the civil war was therefore u'hat really

mattered in Rome. The problem was that renroving Vitellius and his Roman

an'ny furnished no glorious basis for a clai.m to power. In Graeco-Roman

thinking, civil stnfe r'vas the rnost detestable poiitical disease.a' As Vespasian's

imrnediate ptedecessors had shown, victors over fel1ow senators r,vere unavoid-

ably covered in the mi.re. Further challenge and conspiracy frorn rivals and

aggrieved supporters of their victims were unavoidable. A strong man nright

suppress this for a while. as L. Cornelius Sulla and Octavian (Augustus) had in

the previous centLlry, but the lingenng bitterness of senatorial rivahw and

divided :rrrnies lvould likel1. result in further bloodshed. Public celebration

for a victory in a civil war would have been unseeml,v, a triumph out of the

question.+3

The only safe rvay to disperse the adrenali.ne and rvar-r'veariness, to r,rni.te the

Roman comnrunity afteryears of deep pxrtisan hatred and fear, was to funnel

that destmctive energy onto a foreign scapegoat. (The tactic has not lost its

appeal.) The legions existed to secure l\ome's imperium and conquer foreign

enernies, under comnranders who should be duly rewarded for thei.r perils, not

I DionvsiusofHalicarnrssus(Pontp.3) attacksthenruch-adnriredThucyclidesfbrhischoiceof
subject, a shanrefui war:lrnons (ireekpolei,r (a r'var that should never have happened and a

sh.rmclirl story best left untold) in contrast to the morally uplifting stoD, of Herodotus,

concernins Greeks lgainst barbarians On sta-cls il general as the r'vorst policical disease. see

Tl'ruc,vdicles 3 8:,-4 (ar C)orcyra); Herodotus r.i9 3,60.2, r5o r; I 8z 3; -5.28.t;6 ro9 5;

Isocrates, Pancg 4 79,1r1, r74; P1ato, fug. r.6z8c, 6z9c-d; Anstotle, Ath Pol 5.2-3; t3 t; Pol..

rz65b; I)iodorus 9 rr.r; rr.72 2,76.6, 86.3, 87 5; Plutarch, i'Ior r6.8r3a, 3z.8z3f-825b; Dio
Chn'sostonr, r Rr3l l 8z: Partsanias 3 27; +.)8.3; Lintott t98z; Gehrke 1985; Mo11'neur

r993; Hender-son r998.
+r Cl Beard (zoo7: rz3): "a triun-Lph irr civil',r,ar. \\ras a contracliction in ten.ns."
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r6 CONTEXTS

tree that s.vmbolizedJudaea.ae This rvas chr-rtzpah, but born of political neces-

siry. Vitellius hacl also needed a distr-action from l\oman bloodshed, ar-rd the

dispatch of a multi-legion Roman force to dealrvi.th a conflict on the eastern

periphery oflered as good r prospecl as any.

Vespasi.an, having been eutr-ustecl rvith the car.npai.gn b,v Nero, r,vas happy to

continue under his first successor, the aged blueblood (and anti-Nero) Galba,

r,vhom he kne-uv fi'onr Claudins' courl (Chapter J).''' But s'hen Galba was

murdered after just a few months, Vespasian was not at all ready to yield the

prccious cornnrodity of this rare tr-ri1itary car-npaign to young Otho, Nero's

former friend and cuckold; rnuch less to Vitellir-rs, recent cotnmander of
legions i.n Genrrany, also his .lunior and rviclely seen as a repu5lnant felior'v

ridin g a distir-r guished father's coa t-tails.

When Vespasian's partisans had finally done arvay r,vith Vitellius (December

69), he reused Vitellius' coin q/pes, declaring to the capital that the genuine

article - the real commander r,vhose glorn Vitellir.ts had tried to steal - was

about to arrive in person.s' While Otho ancl Vitellius rvere busv kilhng other

Romans, Vespasian had been risking l'ris life against real, fbreign enerr.ries. (It

r.vas inopportune to bring up the devastation rvrought b,v his amries rgainst

Vitellius'legions on Italian soil.) His was the kincl of old-fishioncd virtue that

Rome needed. He r'vas not going to 1et this lllcssase be 1ost.

By a happy coincidence, the Flaviar-r celebration i.n the sumnrer of 7r fell in

the hundredth year after Augustus' triurnph in :9 B.Cl." Cetttenuies rrn,ere ancl

rer-nain heavy lvith potentiai rreaning.j3 Septirnius Ser.erns t'ouid dela,v his

triumph for Parthia by a couple of months (to z8Janu:rL1'. A.I). I98) so.rs to

have his son Car:acalla acclainred co-elttperor on the centenaln of Trajan's

accession.J+ The centr-rq' {i-onr Ar-rgustus to Vespasiarl. althor-rgh l've hear

nothing of it in ancient soLlrces, Irust have rttracted notice. Counted exclu-

sively, a centlu-v frorr Augr.rstr-rs rvor-rld have fallen in 72. but rhat s,ould have

been too late for the urgently needed trir.ur.rph forJudaea. Vespasian reached

Rorne onlv in October A.D. 7o, althor-igh the Senate had conl]rmed his

*' E.g., the coirs ref. r9:o,o3:5.7, 1931,a7t r r, rud R ro:'75 in the Britisl-r Museutrt

(urvrv.briti shrluseum.ore)
jn 

Josephns. lfar 4.498-99.:rnd Tacitrts, lli.il t tol -2 r .1

j' 
See Hart 19j2: r9I 9z and coin rel rE7u,o7o9 432 in tl'rc Brirish Muscr.rm

j' Op Augustr-rs'erplortatror of vicrorr. see (lronr r1r oce:In of sruclies) Sr.tthcrllnd rgir: r+-u 6;

Kellurr r98z; Zanker r988; Gur-val r99-s; Castnota r99j: Clalinskv l9g6; Eck zoo3: 46 54:

Rich:,oo9; Holschcr zoog C)n the Flavians rnd August:rrr resolr:trtccs see Borle & Dontinik

l:::' 
,at et passi;r; l)artzrattt 2oo2: r7o 7r (rvho. unr-rsual11', notcs tl.re celtury); MilJar

54

Eq.Feencv2oo7: l+-i: "thecerturvofonehr-urclredvc:lrs\\'asIcrttciallinkinther:hainsof
significrnce that rvere lblged betu'een past :r:rcl prcsent " The intcn-a1 lronl u 9 5e *7 t is not

a fr,rll roo-r'e:rr span becattse there is no "Year o" irt the :rligntrertt of the Rorrran-Juh:rn

celendar r.r,ith our Gregorian
Lusnia -:,oo6: 29,1.



'69-!9 '!!-6i :tg6r 11:qdurc3 ..

pepuflLrruor prq snlregrl ',trpe:r srllt paltlque tei. ]ou pEq suerpnelf-ollni
aqt lnq .r's;eputunuot rElndod Irro]J e8rre[rHr ]drua-a-rd put dtp,{.oi s..(uui.

aql dae)i or padoq,(eqrJL.rerplos-^\olleJ!, r eruoleq ol tnq elrolll ou prq {aq:
epllep ppro.\\ s:oredrue ,[rn]ua:-puoles 'peru)i run{ le8 p[nor ]?,\\ o1 Surog

;,ro3[ qdrunut -Ioredrlro Sulues p plnor ]rq.\\ tng 'Surp,rroq sr,\\ eq ,rnouou

eqt IIEJo Sura-resep Lleure.rdns lraddr ol ptq utru r{rrg se^lesrtreqt uo etnssa.ri

srlouuoue peorld 's€.u srqt q8notll ,(resseceu [1pcqr1od 's1e,tu euro:aq lq8nrr
orl^\ srepucruuror plag uro{ sqdlunut Jo Ir^\rrpqtr^\ rrerlJ 'd]erxur e:ur
-uuoled t[eJ .(lqepur]srepun s:o;edrua iLrntue:-ls-rg 'sntsn8nV put ,(eduro4

;o sqdrunr;l Itluarunuorlr erlt .{q -req8rq Lrele pesrcr ueeq prq rtq egt lelly

"' Jlrslrrrq snesred Pe>llE^\ sllrEpurltlr lraql
pur urrplrqr aqt purqag ' ' ' 'srrodea.,u. srq go dor uo Sururs ueprrp srq

put 'snes,rad 3o suodr:a,u eqt pur lou?qr eqt ele.\\ eseqt IIE 3urruo11o3
' ' ' 'LL ,(1uo sr,u sleurrtuol eserll Jo raqtunu aqt q8noqt 're^lrs rLIl
r{r1 sraumtuof llralpt-eerr{t ut pelnqlrlsrp 'uro: plo8 aqr Srrr8uug esoql
rrln3J ''' iep p.rrqr erlt uO ' ' sdn: plrr rsl,tr.oq 'su-roq Surluup 'sl.&\oq

-aurr\ rel[rs pErl s]rlIto lueur lno3,(q perur: qlre'sr.urctuo: [q1-9Lz
'31-oS] tuelet-rorqt oSl. ur relirs pf,uror 8ur-(ur:r rroru ooo't pr)lc,r\
suoit.tr. uodre,r rrll rruy"' '[3ur.!r.r-re] {ool o1 pa8ur;rr Llngare:]
suo8r.tt Lutru ur patuasard e:e,,r suodra,u urruopelrw erll Jo lse{tsol
put tseug etp tirp txru rqt uO i\\orls r :lrnb epnu {:r{rt 'stolrnll
olz uo 3uo1e tq8norq 'sa:n8g Ipssolol pur 's8urlurcd 'senlrts pa.rntclrc
.qt roJ pargJns ,(1prrq rs-rr1 aqt 'sdr:p eellt poltolIt Suraq norssa:ord aq1

:uaq1 '(r'tt-t'et 'uap,) sreoJo sIueq ueetxrs LItr.\\ dele8 luecgru8urt,

,snes-red Lrr eruo)I ol 8u{rrs'ei{rs pur,rfi ur urfieq 111q srLI qr-r?tnld ,L9t ti-.

EruopelrWJo srlrs-rod Surlee3ap re5e tuale 8rq ,sn1pr4 snrlruev Surqucsaq
'eq ol paurSturr s11,,!\ qdumul urutotl redord r t€q.{\Jo eslre\

t 8ur.r.r8 roJ elqrnp^ I[]s a-r? .(eqr rng 'llrJ oql -rege Suol lueruqs{leqrue ,Lrrrerrr

Jo spuDl snouel pur ,sdrp p1o poo8 eql,,Jo seLrorueru esl-? epnpur d1e1q.(eq1
'Surlrodar FntrrJ -roJ ue>lttsmr eq 'es:noo Jo 'tou ppoqs sluele ur:qqndal
aLIt Jo sroder rno 'e>l{r suELUo)J pertLroJlrr pue sreuueld u?r^rlJ Jo spu[Lr

eql uI ueaq e^rq lsnru qJrLI^\ 'e^oqr peuorluerr o,lrt er{l ,(1a:adse 'slepour

teer8 aql puru uI rteq ol prru rA\ _flisll qdrunut uEr^?lJ rqt puElslepun oI

rupUS pLtp ,(larxuo attuur,to{tad :sllduruJl puaduil

'suortt-req-relel [rr]uophord rog q8norr:
esolr sE.\\ lI 'op ol a^tq erojeleql plno^\ qdurnul ,snlsn8ny uo-g ,(rn1ua-.

elrsnlrur aqa '(1:dy 9r ruo,g) lural .snrfla]r1Jo tsoru oqurse:a dle,trtcedso-rr:.r

'69 'r ,(p[ o1 u8rer srq pe]epetut eq puv '69 -requre:e61 ur re.trod erua:dns

uerJnf-ueruo11 ag

1ou sr rZ1 ol 6z- ruo

Jo sulurlf eql III {ultr I

:e1pyg l(trrruua::r
ilulruoc 7i, sl o,g ?r
liS-9i :fooz 1:1 :9

lgz-tr '.tS6r pueF3$
-urlll

umaml\ q

srq peurlljruof Pl

peqleeJ rrersedse-

e^?q PFolYr lEql

-nl3xe Palrmo]
ffer{ e..r{ ,{8roE
s.u?ftrJ;o ,irru;
o] se os (96r -q-'

srg delep pFo-rr
puE efa,4 sellgtrJ:

ur 1eg rL3o:eur

1?qt enul^ Peuol
]sur?3e selrLIE sTl

t1) 'senueuq 16r:

:ar{}o 3uq -Gn,

sr,4a - IEoIS Ol E\

eurlueS aql ]E+
reqrueca@ mrl:

,^aolleJ tuerfnda

Jo JePuErrrurof

s.oreN 'orpo A
eqr plerd or -\pPi

s€,^ Eqlec ufq_r

'eqFC (ore5]-Ft
o1 dddeq sB:\\'o.I

lrrslsee eql uo I
eqr pue 'PeqsPo

-sereu pcpqod_t

LrXV,4tr N,4(ON)Nn CINV SnO^*Vl \

*ttffimlhflffi


